[image: Polymerupdate Logo]
20 Jun 2025 14:00 IST
Linear low density polyethylene (LLDPE) spot prices climb in Europe

This week, LLDPE spot prices trended higher, while contract prices rolled over in the European region.

[image: ]An industry source in Europe informed a Polymerupdate team member, "In Europe, Linear Low Density Polyethylene (LLDPE) prices experienced a slight increase, primarily due to sellers reducing offers beneath previous levels to encourage purchases in a market still marked by weak demand. Although prices increased slightly, the spreads for LLDPE are still fairly low in comparison to other PE grades, indicating a less significant upward trend. Despite sellers trying to stabilize prices, many were compelled to lower offers or offer flexible conditions to stimulate buying interest, especially as general converter activity in the packaging and film industries remained cautious. Spot purchasing continues to be opportunistic, as numerous buyers hesitate to engage in bulk quantity transactions due to persistent economic uncertainty and stable regional stocks.”

From a trade standpoint, the majority of LLDPE grades from the U.S. are presently exempt from extra tariffs, assisting in keeping import volumes from the U.S. to Europe stable. Nonetheless, reduced arbitrage margins due to increasing freight expenses and a stronger Euro could restrict the feasibility of additional volumes, possibly constraining availability in the upcoming weeks if demand rises.

In the spot markets, LLDPE prices were assessed at the Euro 1025-1035/mt FD Northwest Europe levels, up Euro (+20/mt) from week on week.
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In the contract markets, LLDPE grade prices were assessed at the Euro 1630-1635/mt FD NWE Germany and FD NWE France levels, both stable week on week. LLDPE grade prices were assessed at the Euro 1630-1635/mt FD NWE Italy levels, flat from last week. Meanwhile, LLDPE grade prices were assessed at the GBP 1395-1400/mt FD NWE UK levels, a rise of GBP (+15/mt) from the previous week.

The source added, "Even with exemptions for numerous grades, LLDPE is regarded as one of the polyethylene types most susceptible to possible trade disruptions, due to a substantial quantity of U.S.-sourced volumes in the European market. The sector continues to monitor the upcoming end of the 90-day pause on the extra 25% tariffs for polyethylene imports from the U.S., which is scheduled to expire on July 14.”

Although this presents a significant risk to future trade between the U.S. and EU, current discussions between the European Union and the United States have instilled a sense of hope. Currently, significant domestic and regional supply has given a sense of assurance to most purchasers, though many are developing backup plans if negotiations fail or tariffs are reintroduced.
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FCA Antwerp LLDPE film prices were assessed at the Euro 1010-1040/mt levels, an increase of Euro (+20/mt) week on week.
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Ethylene spot prices on Thursday were assessed at the Euro 700-710/mt FD North West Europe levels, a marginal rise of Euro (+5/mt) from the previous week.

European Ethylene contract price for June 2025 settled at the Euro 1135/MT FD North West Europe levels. This price represents a rollover from its May 2025 settlement levels.
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