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Middle East war prompts Low density polyethylene (LDPE) prices to gallop higher across Asia
This week, LDPE prices surged across Asia on the back of the geo political stress in the Middle East.

An industry source in Asia, on condition of anonymity, informed a Polymerupdate team member, “The Asian LDPE market has rallied due to rising production costs coupled with increased supply uncertainty linked to the ongoing tensions in the Middle East. Shipment schedules have been disrupted, insurance premiums raised and availability with shipping lines curbed. All of these factors have resulted in higher prices. Major producers are reported to have retracted their offers for March given the current heated situation across the region. As prices rise, downstream converters have become more selective, restricting their purchases to only essential quantities and slowing overall trading activity. Buying is being curtailed and concentrated to local purchases. In the short term, the market is expected to remain firm, with price movements influenced by geopolitical and logistical developments.”
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In Far East Asia, LDPE film grade prices were assessed at USD 1060-1120/mt CFR levels, a week-on-week surge of USD (+110/mt).
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In South East Asia, LDPE film grade prices were assessed at USD 1150-1180/mt CFR levels, a sharp increase of USD (+110/mt) from the previous week.

[image: ]

In India, LDPE film prices were assessed at USD 1170-1190/mt CFR levels, a steep rise of USD (+100/mt) from last week.

A domestic industry source informed a Polymerupdate team member, “Local producers have implemented two back-to-back price hikes for LDPE since the start of March 2026, totaling Rs. 8/kg basic.

In Pakistan, LDPE film prices were assessed at USD 1150-1170/mt CFR levels, a week-on-week spike of USD (+90/mt).

In Sri Lanka, LDPE film prices were assessed at USD 1170-1200/mt CFR levels, up USD (+50/mt) from last week.

In Bangladesh, LDPE film prices were assessed at USD 1140-1170/mt CFR levels, a surge of USD (+80/mt) from the previous week.

Ethylene feedstock prices were assessed at USD 755–765/mt CFR South East Asia levels while CFR North East Asia ethylene prices were assessed at USD 775–785/mt levels, both sharply higher by USD (+75/mt) from the previous week.
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